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SCOBPIOH 


20 July, 1923, 


Prom: Commander, U.S. Raval Detachment in Turkish waters. 

To: Lieutenant Commander Richard s. Field, u.S. navy, 

Coionanding, U.S.8. LITCHFIELD. 

SUBJECT: Report of ex e oat ion of former czar of Russia and 


the Romanoff family. 
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^g g msessees& 

The Detaohment commander wishes to thank you for 
the copy of the report of the execution of the former Gear 
of Russia and the Romanoff family which you forwarded from 
OIqbss. ;j.v 


WEBB TRAMMELL 
By direotion. 
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U.S.S. GOFF (247 
Constantinople, Tur^eyfl 
28 Jane 1922. 
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Commanding Officer. 

Commander, U.S. MVAX DETACHMENT IN TURKISH WATERS. 

Execution of former Czar of Russia sM the Romanoff 
family. 


1. There is forwarded herewith in duplicate, state¬ 
ment bf the Soviet government concerning the last days and ex¬ 
ecution of the Romanoffs. This statement was given to me by 
Mr. Hodgson of the American'Relief Administration in Odessa. 

1$ had been given to him by Prince Pignatelli, an Italian dip¬ 
lomat who got it in Moscow. I remember a detailed article 
published in the Saturday Severing Post in 1920 which I be¬ 
lieve gave these same facts in more detail, although so far as 
I know, this is the first statement issued officially by the 
Soviet government on this subject. 



£ ._FXMLD_ 
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iota to the Ml % oar . 


The Soviet proa baa not yet published up to tha present the 
aranta la comm ot ion w 1th 1b a fata of numerous representatives of 
tba dynasty of Romanoffs who hara bean under arraat in several towns 
in tha Ural. 


Tha UTal Oblaet Printing Deportment has decided to fill this 
blank and to pabllah on tha fourth ennlversary of the October ro ta- 
lotion a aagaalna "The Workman'a Revelation la tha Ural" a on tain lag 
deauments and raeoUaetlona referring ta t baaa aranta. 

The xagaaina baglan with a description of the "inet Aaya of the 
loot *aar" which oomtalna a picture of the aocecation of Xlkeien Rome* 
no ff end him family in Brntayiabarg md of tha Ora aft Pokes sarg# 
Hlohelloviteh, Igor Oonatantinoviteh and Iran Ctonatantinorifofe in 
Alapalarah and Mishail Alcnndrovlteh (Mikolas IX brother) in »«?** 


In vi aw ef tha outa tending Inter eat of these events end of eir- 
aaaatanoaa which here celled fearth theee events, we pabllah eactreete 
ef this deear ip t ion. 


I 

Removal of the to Siberia . 



Iioholes Roneneff and hie family arrested by the Provisional 
Government, wars originally detained In one of tha palaces in 
"fserekeye Sale.? Under the pressure of tha growing indignation of 
workmen* aeldiere and callers against the Romanoff family as embody* 
lag tha autocratic regime, the Previaional Gov't decided to transfer 
th. "Sorn«t ( B »to«3r* So 'SSkolri:. 

£rV«snv.m^fmi4 6 £,i-% h . 

Tier's family end their retinae arrived In Tinman and proceeded from 
there on board a steamer to Tobolsk. 


II. 

In Tobolsk . 

Boon after the Ootober Revolution there began to appear in the 
bourgeois press in tha Capital, inf or coat ion relating to tha Ufa of 
Romanoffs in Tobolsk, tha gathering of counterrevolutionary elements 
•round them, a series of conn uni cations of provoking character on tha 
flight and tha oonteqplated kidnapping of the former Tier. 

The Toholaky Soviet consisted at that time of Menshovtkl and 
*°o i*i ia t e-re rolat loner lee. There was no organised Gonaonistlo party. 

The Romanoffs who wars looatad in tha former Governor's house 
enjoyed a relative freedoms they could correspond without being 
troubled, could raoalva ootsaoditlee, etc. The Prince Bolgorosky. a 
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former officer of the Guards, who raaidad In Tobolsk had fraa aaoasa 
to than. Other parsons could llkawisa freely oomaanloste with than* 

Ho waver, a qarefal invostlgetion confirmed feats of which the 
Ural Sorlat was already informed, namely, the presence of counter* 

R evolutionary elements and the eetlrity of the Bishop Earmogem* 
con after this, the former heed of the Provisional Gov't, Prince 

Lvoff, who had settled in Tinmen sol dleant on aooount of haslnass 
was arrested* 


111 . 

Mea_sareB taken to prevent flight * 

In February 19X8, at a Meeting of the Ural Oblast ftoviet, 
the qaeetiea fees been raised to transfer the Bpmanoffa to a safer 
place and to taka lamellate measures far preventing tbs escape af 

KSMidsu jir. 

(T2ir) ordered their removal to tho Ural. 

IT* % 

The approaching spring and the bad roads mads It adviaabla to 
expedite the removal of the Bomaaaffo* Xt wee decided te transport 
Hpoles Bomaaoff, hie wife Alexandra, daughter Maria and the Doctor 
Botkin at once* The Prince Dolgorski we« likewise tekam with Mom. 

The remaining mmebers of the family end the retinae of ladles of 
waiting and of servants wars left in Sobolak until the navigation 
opened. 

In Tiomea the Bomenoffs wsre pat in a apseial train which brought 
them to Amterimbarg. 

7 . 

The Arrest of Prince Bolgorakr . 

The Prince Dolgoraky whose behaviour aroused suspicion was 
arrested and pat into jell. A sesroh made at bis horns revealed a son* 
alders bis aanont of money, mainly small denomination, ft maps of Siber¬ 
ia an which the water rosde wars indicated and speolal Bates mads* She 
confused fine ware of Dolgoarukl left no doubt as to hie definite intent¬ 
ion to organise the escape of Bomenoffs from Tobolsk* 

TX. 

The Boose of Bpeoial Designstion. 

The house of Xpstiev wee oho a an by the Aaterinborg ftoviet " 
as a prison for the Bomenoffs. She owner of the house was dislodged) 
the house was surrounded by a fanes to protect it from pabllo curiosity. 
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This houat mis denominated in &o»Stt glrpl*s ss ths "Boats 
of Bpsolsl Designation. TR ff Oointtandfittt of ths Hoast" r tool rod 

ths Romanoffs at their arrival. 

It appeared that tbs luggage of ths Romanoffs hat not boon 
eocs mined neither at Tsarakoye Belo nor at Tobolsk. They bars boon 
requested to optn tbsir portmanteaux at onoe. 

Ileulss submitted without at tamp ting ths slightest eontra- 
diet ion. 

Alexandre at It that aba weald not allow to examine bar per¬ 
sonal of fasts. A* alternation with tha "Oomamtant* art as. 

It was latino tat to tha domanaffa that thay noat rananbar 
that they vara not In Ttarnkaye Bale, bat In ttntertebarg, ant If 
they fsxgst tbanaalras ant wars haughty, thay would ba iso lot at 
fro* tea root of thslr family* Another eaaa of lna abort motion 
would onto 11 eompuliary work for that. 

Alexandre and Bloholee onl or stood that tea "Oowandant" 
naant what ha salt ant submitted to bis d lands. 

Pita roona of tea upper storay of tha hoaea Zpatlav hava 
hasp aaalgnad to tea BonsMffa. They wars tatalnad tears and 

sabalttat to a rag in a whiohwaa not Quito that of a.prifo** Tha 
aon and tha daughters who arrlvad in Bay vara also imprisoned thmre^ 

m. 

Tha oblast bofiat leapt an ays on th a prlaonora an&' -te-s"Bod 
Ooard loss tad oppoaita tha fpatlaff Bouaa watahad that continuously. 

Sisolas Romanoff axhibitod an idlotit ln&lffaranoa to all V 
that was going on around him ant bora with relative sain tea rsglns 
of the House. At tha bag inning ha attmapted to ontor into oonrar- 
eat ion with tha aantlnala but upon prohibition ha gars it op. 

Tha atUtats of Alexandra was Quits different. She sail at 
every opportunity to protaet against tha rsglns, abussd tha gaarts 
ant tha representatives of tea Oblast Soviet. ■ 

fill. 

The Idfa of tea Prlooners. 

Tha Romanoff a received thoir t lunar ■ from o Soviet kltabes - 
tha bast In town. Two Alnnara par prleonsv ware ieeust tally. 

Tha prisoners war# condos tad arary toy for a walk in a 
littla girt an attending to tha hoaea. Thay wars at liberty to 
ohooas tha boors. 

Sobody interfered with tealr lifa ina|Aa tha bouaa. Thay 
wars at liberty to as# thslr tins as thay liked. 


-S- 
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xx. 

PhaXattritlse of Wonuro biota. 

Aa moon 99 a tool* • mi traneferrod to Jfeateriafearg, Homo* 
r oh lot* of all flloari began to flock there; half may ladle*, 

•coat««Ma f barenaeoea, nans, priests and representative of 
forolga pwiri moat oa pilgrhuge there. 

worn, only a vary mmlX number of peraona ware at- 

foiled generally- lorertbeleea, the Mo no rob lot paak oomttniod 
to «rmm tho botala as* to vita to tho Mr namoroa* latter*, 
eaqpttUUy n Tsar holidays, 

Yhor# more endless rawest* for boing eothcrlaod to visit 
llaalas or other monte* of tho family* The mot 1 to* pat forth 
mors varies** fhatra asm* ropraoaatatiros of tho Sat ftroaa of | 

forlorn* Diplomatlo Mlaaloa*. Omo* esmo * mentor of tho hoof* 

W*rtora of tho Servian Army* Hlgnitoh, os protort of aVtatnlng 
para anal information on tho merit mar* 

til thla pooh moo of e oar 00 4 on lot aooooa* 

f I 

ni.liMwn.yt .Vj 1 


•It hooomo evident oven to tho largo maeaee of tho popola* 
tlom that tho Monarihlata plotted in jlcatorlnbrag with tho in-* 
totttlom to raloaae Iloola*. *ho indignation of tho wIm b om 
to aooh a dogreo that tho Ohlaat Soviet mar« oomfroatod with a 

poaalhlllty of an aotion on tho part of tha werkman mb* intanddd 
to lymoh tho Yaar and hia ollqoo who gotlarod around him* Yb* 

lot of May mas fixed for tha execution cf this plan* Yba Ohlaat 
sovlat in ordar to prerent aooh unorganised action, waa oonpollod 

ta appoint ita moahora to ho on duty tho 1 Hay at tho fpatlov 
Hoaao. 


XX* * 

floterlnhagg la meaaood , 

Yba growth of tho ooantor-rerolotlonery moroment among tho 
Orenburg Go ee goes, combined with tha roroit of tho <%o*kho~&olrsk 
ooholona o cant ita ted a ear lose me nee a to Mca ter into xg tnaomooh 
aa tha front lino approeohad and tha local o oun ter-rerolations* 
rlaa mar* busy, 

XU* 

Joat at that time tha family of Bomeaoff Inert* set; tha 
drank teas, gorges Miohalloritoh, Igor Oonatantinorltoh, Iran 


a 
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GoBetantinorlteb end the Prince Peley were trenaferred team Tiatki 
to Xcaterisbaxg. She widow of Serge llexundrovilieh, XLleeboth 7edor*> 
mm wee Ilk aviso brought from Moscow to ifeetarinbarf aeocr&lng to 
ob order of the ? oh eke. 

fhedeager of the eo mm tret ion of eo many "llaetrloac guests* 
in iketorlnbarg 1 b the proximity of the front did not eeoepe the 
Oblast Soviet end the above pore one were eeet to dlspetfwk# 

xm. 


iwong ptfmi who were l* elate oonteet with the Bensnoffe 
were erreetedi the serf lew llijflr Xlgnlteb, hie se«rgee*t /ogeviteh, 
ead e ear to in Salxaeff, omegex of the Serriea Prints**, JfiLene Petref- 
a#, whoee hue head, the Oread Bake Iron OoBctexttaeviteh* hee beta 
eeat te llepsevak. 

three p ere one preeeated thaeselvee ee delete tee ef the Serf lea 
Awbeeteder, Soleltoevitefa, at first under the ore tenet ef obtalnittt 
inforwet ion fro* Sieolee Boneaeff regarding the war, them they get* 
eat te here tone for the purpose of hr lag lag heek dLene Petrovas to 
Petregred* fhey alleged to here ea eathorleotloa froa the Central 

Cof't. Upon iaveetlgetlon it appnred that their regoeet bee been 
deellaed* She reel win ofUtpitoh ead fojevlteh wee eleer ead wil¬ 
dest, bat they felled te arrive et It. 

HT. 


She front wee eppreeehing JBpeterlabargt the leoil ooantar- 
revolutionaries ead the off laere *loyei to the threat 9 esdeevored to 
get la tooeh with the fear* a feaily la eetebllehtag e regular ear res¬ 
pondent# with Xiooiss Roenneff end we Inly with hie wife who exhibited 
e greet activity ead •» enoompronlslag ettitode. 

Here le an ertrwet of e letter written by plot tore to the 
prison nr et "She hour of liberation i» approve hlqg. Pbe Slavonia eralee 
adrenoe, they era la sone rerete froa .deetoriribarg. fhe oriels le 
near, hlookehed le to be erpeeted. W# must eat. our friends do not 
Bleep any wore aa& hop# that the hoar eo longingly looked for hee eo*e t 



k delay of one Month could have afforded Hiebole# the ohenee 
of steeping ebroad, whoro bo wo Id here played# leading pert la 
the nake of <g onter-revolat loner lee. foe world wide totr geo Isle 

would her# need hie ness ee e lever te truth the eewnimletle party 
end to oheok its growth In all ooontrlee. However, their shrewd 

pleat here beta rooght to naogfat. 

% 



REPRODUCED FROM HOLDINGS OF THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 


X7I. 

The Offl oars . 

H- 

Who wort thoee daring people who attempted to In tar far a with 

the Paopla'a juetioe and wrest tha datbronad ariainals oat of 
thalr hands? 

In taro apt ad 1 at tar a ara aoetly signed "Officer" oar "one who 
la proper ad to die for you" "Off i oar of tho Baaalan Army." 

Other faota which bare a owe to the notice of tho Oblast Soria* 
revealed the existence of m organisation wheat object was to re¬ 
loads tho Bonsnsffa; In flaw of tho prpxintty af tho front they 
ware prepared to earry eat tholr pain wlthoat dtloy. 

xnz. . | | 

Order to Shoot tho Romanoffe. ^ 

Tho location regarding tha axe out ion of tho Romanoffs haa 
bean already raised in Jana* ho waver. It was definitely decided 
in tha first days of July. 

Tho organising and the fixing tha day of tho axaoation has 
haaa ontrastad to tho prsalddam of tho Soviet. 

At tha tine whan the Oblast Soviet signed tha death sentence 
of Iloolaa Romanoff and hia finlly, tha Ohakho~Slovak front waa 
gait a aloe a to Md* tarlnborg and the ooont ar-r avolo tionary bands 
war# aarobing towards Jkatarlnbarg and fxon two aides - from Tshe* 
llablnak and a2oi« tha West Ural Railway. 

It was argent to expedite the execution. A reliable, trust* 
worthy revolutionary, a works*n of the laast factory, Petr Zakhar* 
levltsh Jraakoff, waa Intrusted with this mission. It was of tha 
greatest importance to carry it oat In sash a way as to neko ig 
in ter far one a on tha part of tho adherents of tha Tear regime, iw* 
passible. 

Therefore, tha f (Slowing plan waa adapted. 

xnii. % 


At night, on Jaly 16, it wee announced to the fently of 
Romanoff that they had to mote from tho upper storey, downstairs. 
Tho tool# family, tha doctor Botkin, tho "dladka" of tha hair pre¬ 
sumptive, the lady of waiting, a former prinoesa • all who have 
remained with the Taar’a family, noved downstairs. 

Hera, in ona of tho rooms of the underground floor, tho - 
"Commandant" of the House, who was at the same time reprsuentatlvo 
of tho Ural soviet, reed to tho assembled prisoners thalr death 

vd~ 
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aentenot and told shea to git® ap ’«U hop© of ©scope. BUrtlaA 
bM etannifl., they stood motionless and 6«l« Only the fomer Saar 
nattered some words, ’•Will we sot h© taken somewhare alaaf* 

She retolatlonary jadgwent wee cocao uted, the ocB&eaned were 

©hot* 


Aheat 10 o'©look in tli e night the bod lea were carried to ■ 
wood, outside the town, in the proximity of the Isset factory, 
whir© they were burnt. 
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The White guards in the City * 

She white garde entered ^atorlnbarg soon after these agents 
took pleoai first of iH they set oat to aearoh. the ooerntry with the 
object of finding oat the bodies of the executed members of the 
Romanoff family. An order was given to the Judge Bokoloff of the 
osk Court to institute proceedings and he started up the case 

"Assessinatioa of the ^eroro Bikolas and his fussily 0 in whieh he 
involved about *00 persons, the majority of which ted nothing what¬ 
ever to ie with the execution of the Romanoff's. 

The white guard newspapers were full of the meet phsntaaticcl 
descriptions of the life of the tiers family and their death. 

People with lively imagination went aver so far ee te efflni 
that the Bensmoffs have succeeded in getting over the borders of 
Hassle and were safe abroad. 

the Investigation undertaken by the military authorities dis¬ 
covered nothing* . I 

the General Dlederichs who wee charged by Kolchak to direct 
the investigation declared officially that the Romanoffs were shot 
and their bodies destroyed* 

An official in tar vldw of General Dic&eriobs published in the 
white guards' newspapers in the time of Kolchak, reads, °X came to 
Vladivostok to investigate on the esse of the assassinstion of Tsar's 
family. the High Commissioner intrusted me with the mission to as¬ 
certain all particulars establishing the mot of the assassination. 

The ihole family of the tsar and the Grand Duct have been killed; 
the first in araterinbrug, the others in Aiapevsk 60 versts from ififc*- 
aterinburg. they have been ■ sea a el rated by order of the Ural Oblast 
Soviet in the night of July 16th. 

XX. 0 

The Ural is the Grave of the Romanoffs . f| 

The Ural became the grave not only of the former Tsar and nAc 
family kit also of massy other representatives of the dynasty. The 
brother of dloolas XX, Miohall Alexandrovich, to whom the Bourgeoisie 
wanted to transmit the or own in february 1917, after the ab&iostieift 
of Jioolas* was put to death in Perm in middle July. At the same 

time were destroyed in Alapaevsk the Grand Duoks i Barges Miohailovioh, 
Igor Gonstantinovioh, Constantin Konstantinovich and Ivan Konstanti¬ 
novich. 

The Romanoffs are Obliterated Thoroughly . 

Tha official Soviet newspapers restrained at that time fro® 
publishing <r ders concerning the exeoation of the members of the 

Romanoff family. This gave raise to, stories, relating to the flight 
of Romanoffs, to their living aboard, for instance, Miohall Alexandro¬ 
vich me said to live in the Crimea and to wait for the restoration >- 
of the throne. All this of course is rubbish. 
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At the meeting of Centra 1 4seeati?e Committee belt on Jaly 
lith, the President J. M. S-eardloff reported on the exeontion of 
the tornm fser. 

fh# President of the C.^.G., after-te fing oeneidered the cir* 
@bbiIiss«s iftiiefc eenpeXXed the Urel ©blast aeriet to sentence Komaaoff 
te death, apprerea the decision of the Ural Soriet. 
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